Montage is a portable, scaleable toolkit that runs on end-users desktops, clusters, and computing grids. It generates astronomical image mosaics that preserve the calibration and photometry in the input FITS files. The code is available for download at the project website at ¡http://montage.ipac.caltech.edu¿, and includes independent modules for image discovery (including support for VO image access protocols), image reprojection, rectification of the sky background to a common level and image co-addition.
Montage is in active use to support product generation, and in generation of products for use in on-line data access services. Customers are taking advantage of the modular design, and are in some cases using Montage as a reprojection engine, or as a background rectification engine. Three Spitzer Space Telescope Legacy teams, the Galactic Legacy Infrared Mid Plane Survey Extraordinaire (GLIMPSE), the Spitzer Wide-Area Infrared Extragalactic Survey (SWIRE) and Surveying the Agents of a Galaxy's Evolution ( An on-request image mosaic service is under evaluation by astronomers. This service has already been used by Beaton06 to confirm the presence of a bar in M 31. The rectification of the background revealed the 'boxy' signature characteristic of a bar.
